




I’m a Member, Are You?
Community is often defined as a group of people with common 
interests living in a particular area. I’m proud to be an active 
member of the Riviera Association allowing me to contribute 
and enjoy the benefits of community right at home.
    I purchased my home in Santa Barbara, on APS, in late 
2006. Over the last year, I have grown to truly love Santa 
Barbara and especially the lifestyle in the Riviera. I was honored 
that the Riviera Association approached me to join the board 
in mid-2007. When I first joined, I appreciated the benefit of a 
group of citizens that carefully monitors my neighborhood. As 
I spent more time discovering the diverse areas that the Riviera 
Association penetrates, my appreciation only grew. I had no clue 
the Riviera Association works so closely with City organizations 
to protect our neighborhood during critical times like the Zaca 
Fire, or keeping us safe during serious inclement weather.
    I began to realize after my first board meeting how 
much I take for granted. In one board meeting, we achieved 
the following:
• Organized a campaign to prevent the utility company from 

placing a utility box above ground
• Designed a plan to keep members informed of emergency 

issues via e-mail
• Responded to member concerns regarding vehicles parked on 

APS
• Setup a meeting with fire officials to review planning for 

adverse conditions
• Coordinated for trimming and removal of hazardous trees on 

the upper Riviera
• Discussed pros and cons of proposed development plans in 
	 the lower Riviera.
    What’s remarkable is not just the progress we make or 
what we accomplish. What’s remarkable is that we do this with 
pride of ownership and a sense of personal/social obligation to 
maintain this beautiful environment and healthy peace of mind.
    Although we have approximately 15 board members, it is 
clear that every member is an important part of the association. 
The members guide the priorities and keep the entire associa-
tion informed. The association is a conduit of communication, 
action, and advocacy. The more households joining the as-
sociation, the safer, cleaner, and stronger the entire association 
becomes. Be sure to ask your neighbors, “I’m a member, are 
you?” —Jacques Habra

Coming to a 
Neighborhood Near You

For the last three months, residents on Paterna, Lasuen, and 
Dover roads have been in dispute with Southern California 
Edison over its proposed placement of an aboveground trans-
former between the sidewalk and Paterna Road.
    The neighborhood was designed and built over ninety 
years ago with all utilities underground, including transform-
ers. The proposed transformer would be the first such structure 
on the street and decidedly out of character with the curving 
road, cut stonewalls and balustrades. The existing older trans-
formers were placed underground. Contrary to the franchise 
agreement that the utility has with the City to maintain the 
existing underground systems, Edison prefers the ease of instal-
lation of dropping a twenty-seven cubic foot steel box (3' x 3' 
x 3') next to the sidewalk. (See photo of a similar installation 
made on lower Mission Ridge in early April.) This is justified 
as a “savings to ratepayers.” What is not said is that 70% of 
“the system load distribution,” i.e. 70% of the power, goes to 
industrial and commercial users and such a benefit is primarily 
to industrial and commercial users.
    Edison has indicated that much of their infrastructure 
in the Riviera is old and needs upgrading. Thus, this issue 
will occur again and again. Regardless of the type or location 
of your current utility delivery (e.g., from the street or from 
backyard easements, using poles or underground), you should 
watch Edison construction activity for the installation of new 
transformers. Edison plans to use aboveground transformers at 
the side of the street as their standard practice. 
    The Riviera Association is in discussions with the City on 
the issue of maintaining underground utilities that are already 
underground. The immediate objective of the discussion is to 
create a process to assure timely advance notice to neighbor-
hoods when utility structures are planned and to facilitate the 
airing of homeowner views on the proposed projects. 
    For more information or questions contact Chuck 
Croninger at c.croninger@cox.net or 966-2024.
—Chuck Croninger

An aboveground transformer on lower Mission Ridge 
Road, similar to the one referenced below.

How Ready Are You For 
an Emergency/Disaster? 

Members: Remember to watch the Riviera Web site 
(www.rivieraassociation.org) and member e-mails for 
upcoming neighborhood meetings to help us all 
prepare better for disaster and emergencies.



The Riviera Association
P. O. Box 41838
Santa Barbara, CA 93140-1838

Sheffield Reservior Park Traffic
The Riviera Association board is seconding efforts by residents 
on Mission Ridge, Hillcrest, and the W. Mountain Drive area 
to get reduced speed limits on Highway 192, allowing traffic to 
exit Hillcrest Road more safely, and to install some sort of pe-
destrian protection for residents walking to the park. Caltrans 
is currently studying the corner as a result of these efforts, and 
we hope to see improvements in safety soon. —Muriel Ridland

Fire Safe Council
Members of your Riviera Association 
board have been actively involved with 
the Santa Barbara County Fire Safe 
Council. Our Riviera Association 
Board President Paul Cashman, 
a Fire Safe Council board member, and I 
have been providing additional support 
to cover meetings along with Riviera 
board member Steve Kittle. The Santa 
Barbara County Fire Safe Council is 
a nonprofit community organization 
focused on reducing the impact of wildfire in our area through 
community involvement, outreach, and training projects. It is 
made up of homeowners, homeowner associations, insurance 
companies, businesses, and emergency service agencies, all with 
the common goal of developing a fire safe community.
    The council is in the process of refining its long-term com-
munity plans which will focus on education and improving
communication before and during a wildfire event. Current pro-
jects include getting grant money to remove excess brush and 
fuel load from the upper Mission Canyon area and conducting 
an evacuation drill in the Montecito area in late April. As more 
training opportunities and material become available, informa-
tion will be included in our newsletter and posted on the Riviera 
Association Web site (www.rivieraassociation.org). The best protec-
tion against a wildfire is to make good use of the local resources, 
get the best training available, and have a plan. —Jim Knight

Franceschi Park and House
Since 1998, the Riviera Association has been a member on the 
many different committees trying to restore the park and reha-
bilitate the house.
    In 2001 the City entered into an agreement with the Pearl 
Chase Society to rehabilitate the house and to raise the necessary 
funds for this project. The agreement specified a one-year time 
frame for fundraising, with an additional one-year extension if so 
desired by either party to the agreement.
    In 2004 the City accepted the Franceschi Park master plan, 
defining the improvements to and the usage of both park and 
house. A $450,000 state grant was allocated to initiate a phase 
one grounds rehabilitation plan. The repavement of the driveway 
and parking lot, at a cost of $220,000, was finished in 2007. The 
remaining $230,000 funds have been redirected for needed up-
grades at other City parks. Without additional funds, any further 
master plan implementation will be delayed.
    At the January meeting of the Franceschi Park Advisory 
Committee, Mr. Robert Hughes, representing the Franceschi 
Park Foundation, offered to help secure a $25,000 grant for 
implementation of the demonstration bed. If successful, this 
would enable the planting of some of the many horticultural 
species introduced to the area by Dr. Franceschi.
    In the past ten years many residents have been involved 
with this project. Unfortunately, due to the lack of funds, not 
much has been achieved. The house continues to deteriorate and, 
aside from the annual vegetation clearance for fire safety, there is 
only one day a week allocated for park maintenance.
    If you love this park in our neighborhood, ask that the city 
council provide much needed information regarding the status 
of both park and house rehabilitation. —Brigitte Forssell

Save The Date!

Francheschi Park Clean-up Day
Saturday, June 7, 9 a.m.–Noon


