





The Fire Safe Council

The Fire Safe Council meeting is usually held on the third
Thursday of the month at the Red Cross building at 2797 State
Street in Santa Barbara. The meeting starts at 9 a.m. and is
open to the public. We usually have a broad attendance from
local fire departments, U.S. Forestry and volunteer groups all
interested in sharing information about fire prevention and re-
sponse. It’s a great forum to meet some of the people behind the
scenes and find out where to get more information on preparing
for a fire or other types of natural disaster.

One of the topics at our last meeting was a briefing by
Renee O’Neill, on the Tepusquet Fire. Renee is a volunteer on
the Fire Safe Council and a resident in the Tepusquet area where
the fire first started. She has also conducted numerous classes
on emergency preparation and is well versed in fire department
procedures. What struck me was her description of the process
she went through with the fire now was in her backyard. The
usual, cool, linear thinking process went right out the window.
With the smell of smoke in the air, information was flying at
her all at once; the phone was ringing because of concerned
family and friends. She couldn’t concentrate on what to do first.
Renee had to force herself to find her checklist and read it and
then perform the first task. She came back to the checklist, read
the second task and completed it. After several tasks, she found
a rhythm and was able to get multiple tasks done quickly.

The point to be made here is that because you have your
emergency box in the garage, your container of valuables identi-
fied, you may not have all the bases covered. Having key emer-
gency operations on a checklist and stored at several locations in
your home could greatly improve your response time in the first
moments of an emergency. —/m Knight
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Franceschi Park and House

In the April 2008 newsletter, we informed association members

of an offer to assist with the implementation of the demonstra-
tion planting bed. Mr. Robert Hughes, Franceschi Park Foun-
dation president, successfully secured a $25,000 grant and is in
consultation and discussion with parks department managers as
to the application and administration of these funds.

Several months ago, representatives from the parks depart-
ment and the Pearl Chase Society visited the property. The
purpose was to determine responsibility of each organization in
the rehabilitation of the house. Should the Pearl Chase Society
be able to raise the needed funds for house rehabilitation, the
city must stabilize the sloping patio south of the structure,
rebuild the deteriorating stone wall north of the structure and
widen the driveway off Mission Ridge Road to comply with fire
department access requirements. Ms. Rapp, parks department
director, received a preliminary cost estimate from a civil engi-
neering firm. It stated the need for a more detailed investigation
of the necessary work resulting in a more accurate project cost.
Authorization of and funding for this expanded project investi-
gation will be a council decision. —Brigitte Forssell

Undergrounding of Wires

The process put in place for undergrounding of wires by the city
has been suspended pending review. This was the result of a proj-
ect disputed between a group of neighbors who want to proceed
and another group that did not want to participate. There will be
a city council meeting in September to discuss the underground-
ing process. The Riviera Association board will be proposing that
a “mediation step” be added to the undergrounding process in
the case of neighborhood disputes. —/ules Bender



El Encanto Hotel & Garden Villas

Changes at the executive level
of the Orient Express Hortel
organization are affecting the
El Encanto Hotel project. Due
to major changes of the project,
the El Encanto planning team is
presenting a revised Master Plan
to the city. This plan is being re-
viewed by the various city boards
and commissions in “phased
stages” in order to expedite ap-
proval of the design changes.
Major changes are the new
“Mission Village” structures with
underground parking in the
northeast corner of the property,
replacing several circa 1970s
buildings. The northwest corner,
at the intersection of Mission
Ridge Road and Alvarado Place,
will be the location of the Central
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partment (564-5470) or Trish Allen at Suzanne Elledge Plan-
ning and Permitting Services, INC. (966-2758) for a status
report and hearing dates of the project.

Plant (heating and cooling, laundry and housekeeping, and
general service facilities) with an adjacent parking lot. Due to
the contour of the property, part of the parking lot will be de-
pressed several feet and screened by a wall along Alvarado Place. Some of you may already know that Mr. Clive
The Mission Village location does not interfere with view O’Donoghue, general manager of the hotel for the past three
corridors and has received positive comments from neighbors. years, has been transferred to an east coast Orient Express
However, close neighbors to the proposed Central Plant and Hotel. Mr. Bruno Brunner is the new general manager, com-
parking lot have expressed serious concerns regarding equip- ing from the Windsor Court Hotel in New Orleans. The
ment noise and the valet parking activities on the increased Riviera Association board is looking forward to establishing
lot size. the same congenial and productive working relationship with
Interested neighbors and Riviera residents can contact the new manager that was enjoyed with Mr. O’Donoghue.

Kathleen Kennedy, project planner at the city planning de- —Brigitte Forssell

One General Meeting Topic
Join us at our general membership meeting on Sycamore Canyon Fire—1997
October 19 to discuss “Lessons Learned from the Gap and “From the city, power transformers can be seen exploding
Zaca Fires” Here are a couple excerpts I pulled from the in white flashes, as trees and homes go up in flames around
Internet about two prior local fires that have threatened the telephone poles. It is an eerie sight. The entire mouth of

Riviera. It happens fast so be prepared! Sycamore Canyon filled with an orange-yellow glow. Fire

Coyote Fire—1964
“The Coyote fire of 1964 was very bad indeed, but it could
have been worse...Under slightly different circumstances

trucks, their lights flashing red in the night sky, can be seen
rushing back and forth through the foothills from one hot
spot to another. When a desperate stand by a valiant group
probably even more houses would have been burned, or of firefighters near Stanwood Drive fails, the front moves

people could have been trapped in large numbers and burned. into the Riviera...

This is something to keep in mind when speculating about
big fires of the future, for probably our most destructive fires
are yet to come.”

For full text of Santa Barbara fire articles go to:
www.sb-utdoors.org/Interpretivel —Paul Cashman




